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THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES 
OF THE WAR 


OBJECTS : 


1. To provide for readers at home and abroad information concerning the life and 
thought of the British Churches in wartime. 


2. To elucidate by news and quotations the spiritual issues at stake in the war. 
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BRITISH CHURCHES GRAPPLING 
WITH THEIR WARTIME PROBLEMS 


Overseas readers may welcome the -follow- that there are a thousand candidates for Holy 
ing “‘ pointers,’’ which show the vigorous Orders at present in the Forces. During 
way in which British churches are dealing 1941-42 there was a deficiency of four hun- 
with wartime problems. dred among those being trained for the 

Ministry. This deficiency might rise to two 
The Church Assembly thousand by 1946. The Assembly discussed 
eee Accinbly lof the Church’ of Bagland arrangements for the training of a large 


number of candidates after the war. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury invited the 
Assembly to associate itself with a statement 
made by the Archbishops in the name of the 
Episcopate concerning the suffering of the 
Jews in occupied Europe, and urging the 
Government to give a lead to the world by 
declaring its readiness to co-operate with 
other governments in finding an immediate 
refuge in territories within the British Empire 
or elsewhere for persons threatened with 
massacre. The Assembly associated itself 
with this statement. 


met last week and dealt with a number of 
urgent problems growing out of the war 
situation. 

The most important was the “‘ Reorganisa- 
tion Areas Measure ’’ which was introduced 
by the Bishop of London, Dr. Fisher. This 
measure represents the biggest potential 
change in Anglican parochial arrangements 
since the original setting up of English 
parishes centuries ago. The reorganisation 
measure deals with areas in which churches 
have been destroyed or seriously damaged or 


where material changes in the size and loca- Other subjects discussed included religious 
tion of the population have occurred. In education, moral welfare and the share of the 


one area of London, Dr. Fisher said, only Sais PA pthee@hurch 
one church out of six was still standing. It Tair euthenshiiban Worn thers hunch. 


would be necessary, he said, without undue ij ies 
delay, to set church life going again in these Scottish Churches and “ Migrated 


areas on a firm and settled basis. The Millions ” 


primary purpose of the measure was not to The Very Rev. Dr. John White, submit- 
set up machinery but to ensure pastoral ting the report of the Church eae rans 
supervision. It was designed to stimulate mittee to the Commission of the Genera 
and strengthen the spirit of greater service Assembly of the Church of Scotland in Edin- 
which was now stirring within the Church. burgh on March 3rd, said that eee oe 
The Assembly gave general approval to the planning to provide new houses for 2,000, 
measure, which provides that in. each diocese of the population. Faced with such a migra- 
a diocesan reorganisation committee shall tion to new areas, the Church could not rest 
prepare a scheme for a rearrangement of satisfied with ministering to the population 
churches and parishes according to current that remained behind. To deal with previous 
needs. ' migration the Church Extension Committee 
The Bishop of Bristol told the Assembly had provided. AR Cher halls. Even 
aay Ahead " OLIV 
)y' THM i sh hii awl At 
AT Janke ne the British Governme! 
KoPney ot the e! xi yecntt rm 
An Ag npinTa ee "| Oak, N.Y. 


A RAG ‘ Lu Liv Vb! tly WE 
) huule 


now the Committee was engaged in 
building. Enemy action had also created 
problems, and on behalf of the War 
Damage Committee Dr. White stated 
that the total number of churches, halls, 
manses and other properties damaged had 
increased to 439. In 142 cases properties 
had been completely reinstated, in a large 
number of other cases necessary repairs had 
been effected. £18,800 had already been 
recovered from the War Damage Commission. 
Congregational giving for general purposes 
was said to have increased by £3,500, when 
compared with the previous year’s level. 


The Use of Films 

The Christian Cinema and Religious Film 
Society announces that some 10,000 reels of 
religious films were circulated in 1942 by the 
Religious Film Library. Members of His 
Majesty’s Forces took part in over 1,000 com- 
plete religious film services. One new ex- 
periment was the showing of these films on 
Sunday evenings at one of the largest British 
prisons. In its report of this the Society 
states : 

“The object is to bring within the prison 
walls some contact with normal activities out- 
side and inspire a desire for the best things 
in life. Over two hundred men voluntarily 
attended the first of the showings, and them- 
selves judged the experiment to be 100 per 
cent. successful. They said that they had 
never been to anything better in their lives, 
and that the end of the programme, in its 
final religious effect, was most telling. The 
Authorities were tremendously impressed, and 
felt that the films had introduced into the 
prison an influence for immense good.”’ 


MANGUVRES IN NORWAY 


A statement recently issued by the Inter- 
Allied Information Committee contains the 
following news about the Church situation in 
Norway: 

‘““A number of recent events in Norway 
suggest that the Nazis are seeking rapproche- 
ment with opposition circles. Owing to the 
strained state of the Nazi war machine, there 
is a desire to avoid controversial issues and 
resultant disturbances as long as the war 
situation is critical. This desire lies behind 
the statement made by German circles in 
Oslo that the project of a ‘ Labour Front ’ is 
to remain in abeyance ‘for the duration,’ 
the aim being to pacify the workers. The 
latest step in the same direction is the state- 
ment just issued by Quisling’s ‘ Church 


Council,’ which formally gives every clergy- 
man the right to practise his calling without 
hindrance from the State, ‘ provided he re- 
frains from anti-State activity,’ and which 
gives the ‘ former’ bishops similar rights ‘ if 
they cease to carry out episcopal functions.’ 
This ‘Church Council’ invites congrega- 
tions and clergymen to help to create peace 
and order within the Norwegian Church. 

‘‘The Quisling bishops have announced 
that the Quisling bishop of Oslo and the 
Quisling bishop of Bergen ‘ are reinstating ° 
five clergymen in each bishopric in their full 
office, with permission to wear clerical robes, 
to receive salaries and carry out official func- 
tions, such as marriages. 

‘“ There is no indication that the clergy- 
men have accepted any offer of reinstatement. 
Hitherto, the Church leaders who have 
opposed the Quisling Church authorities, have 
laid down that they can accept no reconcilia- 
tion until the deposed Bishops are reinstated 
and Bishop Berggrav of Oslo, who is still 
under house arrest, is released. 


Salaries for the Clergy 

The Swedish paper, Dagens Nyheter, 
reports that efforts are being made to arrange 
for salaries on a regular basis for those who 
are not receiving payment from the State. 
The Temporary Church Leadership is plan- 
ning to organise collections on a nation-wide 
scale in order to ensure that the faithful 
clergymen shall be provided with a minimum 
rate of payment according to their family 
responsibilities. The paper adds that NS and 
the State Police are trying to stop the 
collection. 


People Behind the Opposition 

The same paper on February 23rd drew 
attention to the powerlessness of the Quisling 
authorities in the face of the Norwegian 
Church opposition, as illustrated by the 
measures taken against Dean Kornelius of 
Stavanger. Kornelius refused to take orders 
from the Quisling ‘ bishop’ Kvasnes, who 
is also a mediator in the Church conflict. 
Kvasnes reported the matter to Quisling per- 
sonally, and the Quisling authorities dis- 
missed Kornelius, who, however, continued 
to work as if nothing had happened. 
Kornelius delivered a sermon in_ the 
Cathedral as usual, but the police dared not 
interfere, and it is improbable that they will 
do so, owing to Kornelius’ great popularity. 

Similar testimony of the unity of Church 
people in the conflict was given by the Quis- 


ling paper Fritt Folk of February 20th. A 


notable feature of the struggle has been the 


absolute unity of the various elements within, 


the Norwegian Church itself. The Inner 
Mission, under Professor. Hallesby, which 
represents the conservative elements within 
the Church, has worked hand in hand with 
the other Church leaders. Fritt Folk evi- 
dently wishes to weaken the opposition by 
introducing a split in the opposition itself, 
but its hope is a forlorn one. It writes, 
“The position of the State Church must be 
strengthened, so that it becomes a. focal 
point in Norwegian Christian life. This is 
far from being the case to-day. Actually 
one has the impression that the State Church 
exists merely by the grace of the Inner 
Mission and that the latter has the power to 
fill our empty churches by a single word from 
one of its mighty leaders. The majority of 
the Norwegian Christian people are the affec- 
tionate servants of these leaders, following 
their smallest hint. It is therefore very diffi- 
cult to speak to ‘ Christian people,’ if it is 
desired to intimate something with which the 
leaders do not agree, and it is therefore diffi- 
cult to get to grips with the Christian ‘ ogre ’ 
in this country. . 
the situation was different. The Church was 
then the servant of the State. This must 
again become the case.’’ (Italics ours.—ED.) 


Interest in Mission Work Sustained 

The World’s Alliance of Young Men’s 
Christian Associations has issued the follow- 
ing note about Norway. “‘ During the past 
summer there have been regional gatherings 
of Christian youth, at which there were strik- 
ing expressions of spiritual life. The cen- 
tenary celebrations of Norwegian Foreign 
Missions, in which Christian Youth has 
always taken a strong and active part, re- 
called the rich blessing this missionary work 
has brought to the home Church. Neither 
the separation from the mission fields by 
reason of the war, nor opposition tendencies 
within the country, can divert the Norwegian 
Christians from remembering in spirit the 
members of the Younger Churches for which 
they are responsible ; and they know that 
prayers for the Christians in Norway are 
rising daily to God from Africa, India and 
China .’’ 


STRIKING STEP IN RELIGIOUS 
CO-OPERATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Quinquagesima Sunday, March 7th, was 
observed this year in South Africa as ‘‘ Good- 
will Sunday.’’ The observance of the day, 


. . A hundred years ago 


which is specially associated with goodwill 
between the races, has been observed for the 
last two years. On this occasion a mani- 
festo signed by representatives of the Roman 
Catholic, Anglican and Free Churches and 
by the Chief Rabbi was issued in connection 
with the day. This manifesto, which is 
entitled “‘ A Call to Co-operation,’’ is quoted’ 
below. The names of the remarkable group 
of signatories are included. 

“We believe there is enough goodwill in 
the hearts of men to make the world a better 
and happier place for everybody. The need 
is obviously great ; but unfortunately that 
goodwill is ineffective because it is lacking 
both in direction and driving force. 

“This appeal is sent out from a group of 
men and women in this land who believe 
that our latent goodwill should seek ex- 


’ pression in race relationships ; in the cultiva- 
~ tion of friendly feelings towards those of races 


other than our own, and in the will to seek 
their good. 

“By “their good’ we mean opportunity 
to receive and reciprocate friendship ; and, 
for the under-privileged, encouragement and 
help to improve their condition through edu- 
cation and social and economic opportunities. 

‘““ We urge upon those who are the heirs of 
great religious traditions the application here 
and now of the ethical ideal enshrined in our 
faith, love to man rooted in the love of God. 

““In proposing this as the direction in 
which the current of our goodwill should flow, 
we believe it can derive the necessary force 
in the will of God concerning us: whatsoever 
ye would that others should do to you, do ye 
also even so to them. 

‘‘ To this purpose thousands of people in 
this land. are dedicating Goodwill Day, and 
we invite your co-operation. In the presence 
of God we confess that we have allowed ill- 
will between races to poison the life of our 


_land. We desire, honestly and earnestly, 


that the body corporate may be cleansed 
from this subtle poison. Our conviction is 
that until this is done, no plan, no policy, 
no new order, can produce a healthy, happy 
and progressive national life. 

‘‘ We appeal first to ministers of religion to 
make the worship of this day an occasion 
upon which that river, the streams whereof 
make glad the City of God, shall flow 
through our places of worship and into all 
our hearts ; the strong, pure, divine current 
of the Goodwill of our God ; the God Who 
has made of one blood all nations of men to 
dwell on the earth ; Who willeth not the 
death of any, but rather that all should turn 


unto Him and live ; in Whose will is our 
peace. 

‘‘ Then, we would remind all those into 
whose hands our manifesto may come, of 
the great law of life, that in the long run our 
own well-being is commensurate with our 
concern for the well-being of others. ‘No 
man liveth unto himself.’ 


‘“True worship is rooted in the love of 
God. Only as it is nourished from that soil 
can it bring blessing to man or be acceptable 
to the Being to whom it is offered. The 
root of worship is the love of God. The 
fruit of it is the love of man. Therefore it is 
meet to call to mind the searching words: 
“¥f a man say, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen? ’ 


“For the Goodwill Council: (Signed) I. 
Abrahams, Chief Rabbi of Cape Town, J. R. 
Darbyshire, Archbishop of Cape Town, J. 
Bruce Gardiner, Chairman, Goodwill Coun- 
cil, Johannesburg, B. J. Gijlswyk, Apostolic 
Delegate, Alexander Kerr, Principal, Fort 
Hare, A. A. Wellington, President, Christian 
Council of South Africa.’’ 


WORLD YOUTH WEEK 


““The World Youth Council,’ an Inter- 
national Youth Organisation organised on a 
very wide basis and including representatives 
of many nations and various religious faiths, 
sends us the following information concern- 
ing the religious side of its forthcoming 
World Youth Week :— 


“The World Youth Council was estab- 
lished by the decision of the International 
Youth Conference in London in November, 
1942. To this Conference came delegates, 
not only from the various youth groups at 
present in Great Britain, but in some cases 
the national delegations to the Conference 
represented their youth at home, or nationals 
in other countries as well as in Britain. The 
proposal to set up a World Youth Council, 
made by the Canadian delegation to the 
Conference, was received with much en- 
thusiasm, as being a means for young people 
of all the free world to implement their deter- 
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mination not only to defeat the enemies on ~ 
the battlefields, but also to lay the founda~- ~ 
tions for a fellowship of young people all — 


over the world. j 
‘“ The World Youth Council has decided to 
keep March 21st-28th, 1943, as World Youth 


Week. This is the first week of spring, and 4 
symbolises life and hope, even to a war- — 
stricken world. During that week young ~ 


people in the free countries will be making a 


greater contribution to speed the victory— RY 
each organisation in its own way. They will — 


also be holding meetings and discussions in 
their factories, schools, churches and youth 
groups, to try to understand more fully the 
meaning of this war, and the principles for 
which they fight. 

‘“The Faith Commission of the Council 
hopes that all Churches and religious organi- 
sations throughout the Free World will give 
special thoughts on Sunday, March 2ist, to 
youth, each according to their own tradition. 
The following meditation is intended for all 
young people in this country, and has been 
sent abroad for the use of those in other 
countries too :— 

‘In the realisation of our need for the 
help and guidance of God, we who are 
young dedicate our lives to the fulfilment of 
His purpose in the brotherhood of man- 
kind. We are mindful of the suffering caused 
by the pagan barbarianism of our enemies 
and our thoughts go out especially to the 
young people who are making supreme sacri- 
fices for their faith. We are determined 
that our every effort shall be spent in order 
to win the war, that good may triumph. 
May we have the faith to endure and the 
strength to conquer. The first week of 
spring, symbolising new life, renews our 
courage to build a future with the vision of 
God as our inspiration.’ 

“‘ During that week, many youth organisa- 
tions in this country will be using the medi- 
tation, and in looking at the problems of 
faith in a world conception, learning of the 
struggle of the Churches in occupied countries, 
understanding the evil of anti-Semitism, 
thinking of faith and social problems to-day, 
they will be laying the basis for a world 
friendship of the future.”’ 
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